NORTH EAST SPORTS QUIZ LEAGUE 2009-10.
   NEWSLETTER 7 – February 2010.
Welcome to the first Newsletter of 2010. 
Division A:
	 21st January 10

	 Britannia Inn
	53
	66
	 East End Lib. Club

	 Byker PTE
	64
	31
	 The Bene

	 Leeholme SC
	44
	34
	 Washington CC


The East End Lib Club maintained their unbeaten record this season, beating the Britannia, and in the closest game of the evening Leeholme defeated Washington to keep the pressure on the leaders. Byker PTE recorded the second best score of the night in defeating The Bene.
	 Div A  - Table
	P
	W
	D
	L
	Tot.
	Ave.
	Pts.

	 East End Lib. Club
	6
	6
	0
	0
	422
	70.3
	12

	 Leeholme SC
	6
	5
	0
	1
	275
	55.0
	10

	 Britannia Inn
	6
	3
	0
	3
	336
	56.0
	6

	 Byker PTE
	6
	3
	0
	3
	293
	48.8
	  4* 

	 Washington CC 
	6
	1
	0
	5
	203
	33.8
	2

	 The Bene
	6
	0
	0
	6
	224
	37.3
	0


Division B:-

	 14th January 10

	 Byker Key Club
	36
	53
	 Saltwell SC

	 Philadelphia CC
	41
	39
	 East End Nomads

	 Wolsington Hotel
	32
	54
	 Old Shildon

	 St Teresas free

	 28th January 10

	 East End Nomads
	57
	46
	 Byker Key Club

	 Old Shildon
	44
	40
	 St Teresas

	 Saltwell SC 
	61
	33
	 Wolsington Hotel

	 Philadelphia CC free


Another brace of wins for Saltwell leave them on the verge of clinching the B Division and a swift return to A Division. Other dual winners were Old Shildon who move into third behind Nomads, although both Philadelphia CC and St Teresas have a game in hand. Two losses for both Byker Key Club and The Wolsy see them occupying the bottom two places.
	 Div B  - Table
	P
	W
	D
	L
	Tot.
	Ave.
	Pts.

	 Saltwell SC
	8
	8
	0
	0
	461
	57.6
	16

	 East End Nomads
	8
	5
	0
	3
	406
	50.8
	10

	 Old Shildon
	8
	4
	0
	4
	393
	49.1
	8

	 Philadelphia CC
	7
	4
	0
	3
	328
	46.9
	8

	 St Teresas
	7
	4
	0
	3
	302
	43.1
	8

	 Byker Key Club
	8
	2
	0
	6
	353
	44.1
	4

	 Wolsington Hotel
	8
	0
	0
	8
	224
	28.0
	0


Division C:
	 14th January 10

	 Coundon CC
	49
	44
	 Blaydon RFC

	 East End Wanderers
	39
	48
	 Gateshead Old Boys

	 Morpeth Harriers
	44
	56
	 Whitley Bay


Gateshead Old Boys are another team with an unblemished record – they beat Wanderers and are now 6 points clear at the top. Blaydon have a game in hand on the leaders, but lost at Coundon CC who picked up their first points of the season. Whitley Bay top scored on the night – defeating Morpeth Harriers.

	 Div C  - Table
	P
	W
	D
	L
	Tot.
	Ave.
	Pts.

	 Gateshead OB
	6
	6
	0
	0
	331
	55.2
	12

	 Blaydon RFC
	5
	3
	0
	2
	268
	53.6
	6

	 Morpeth Harriers
	6
	3
	0
	3
	310
	51.6
	6

	 Whitley Bay
	5
	2
	1
	2
	273
	54.6
	5

	 E. E. Wanderers
	6
	1
	1
	4
	248
	41.3
	3

	 Coundon CC
	6
	1
	0
	5
	249
	41.5
	2


Handicap Leagues.

Handicap Tables:
	 Div A - Teams
	P
	W
	D
	L
	Tot.
	Ave.
	 Hand.
	Pts.

	 Britannia Inn
	6
	4
	0
	2
	534
	89.0
	30
	8

	 Leeholme SC
	6
	3
	0
	3
	431
	86.2
	34
	6

	 Byker PTE
	6
	4
	0
	2
	477
	74.5
	34
	  6*

	 The Bene
	6
	2
	1
	3
	546
	91.0
	56
	5

	 East End Lib. Club
	6
	2
	1
	3
	476
	79.3
	10 
	5

	 Washington CC 
	6
	2
	0
	4
	537
	89.5
	56
	4

	 * Byker PTE - two points deducted - non-fulfilment of fixture.


	 Div B - Teams
	P
	W
	D
	L
	Tot.
	Ave.
	 Hand.
	Pts.

	 Philadelphia CC
	7
	5
	0
	2
	498
	71.1
	18
	10

	 East End Nomads
	8
	4
	0
	4
	552
	69.0
	18
	8

	 Byker Key Club
	8
	4
	0
	4
	545
	68.1
	28
	8

	 Old Shildon
	8
	4
	0
	4
	525
	65.6
	17
	8

	 Saltwell SC
	8
	4
	0
	4
	521
	65.1
	8
	8

	 St Teresas
	7
	4
	0
	3
	436
	62.6
	18
	8

	 Wolsington Hotel
	8
	2
	0
	6
	512
	64.0
	38
	4


	 Div C  - Teams
	P
	W
	D
	L
	Tot.
	Ave.
	 Hand.
	Pts.

	 Gateshead OB
	6
	4
	0
	2
	543
	90.5
	35
	8

	 E. E. Wanderers
	6
	4
	0
	2
	535
	89.2
	43
	8

	 Blaydon CC
	5
	3
	0
	2
	487
	97.4
	45
	6

	 Morpeth Harriers
	6
	3
	0
	3
	554
	92.3
	43
	6

	 Whitley Bay
	5
	2
	0
	3
	450
	90.0
	36
	4

	 Coundon CC
	6
	1
	0
	5
	507
	84.5
	46
	2


Close races in all of the handicap leagues. The closest of all is in Div B where the handicapper seems to have done a good job – while Phili are top, there are 5 teams only one win behind them!

Challenge Cup.

Unfortunately only one of the Preliminary matches was played , with the other two being conceded:-
East End Nomads (+22.5) 71.5  Byker PTE 85
Whitley Bay conceded to The Wolsy

Gateshead Old Boys conceded to Washington CC

This means that Byker PTE progress to the Newcastle group, The Wolsy to the Northumberland group, and Washington CC to the Sunderland/Gateshead group.
The Regional nights will be held on 18th March, and all teams are asked to be in attendance for the draw at 7.15pm, to enable a 7.30 start in all quizzes. In view of the potential for late finishes, please have respect for other competitors and venue staff and ensure your team is ready to start the quiz at 7.30pm PROMPT.
One thing to note in relation to those quizzes, at the last Committee meeting it was agreed that the team which wins the toss at the start of the quiz will be treated as the HOME team, thus having first choice in the Specialist Individual round (irrespective of whether they choose to go first or second in the remainder of the quiz).
2009 Pairs & Singles Qualifying competitions. 

The Open Pairs and Singles are open to all players in the League, and qualifiers were held at the Key Club, on 4th February 2010. The questions for both competitions were provided by Barry Wilkinson. Many thanks Barry.
Open Singles:-
The four qualifiers from the 50 question paper were:-
·  David Morrison (East End Liberal Club - 26); 
·  Dave Lowther (Byker PTE - 27); 
·  Neil Saint (Britannia Inn – 23);   
·  Brian Coughtrey (East End Liberal Club - 21).  
Semi-finals:
· Dave Lowther   bt Brian Coughtrey  20-16. 

· David Morrison bt Neil Saint  17-14. 

For the 8th time Messrs Lowther and Morrison will meet in the final – Dave Lowther currently leads the head-to-head 4-3. Between them they have won the title every year since 1987, except for 1989 when which man took the title? (Answer at the end of the newsletter). 

Open Pairs:-
2009 Champions: David Morrison & Brian Coughtrey (EELC).
The four qualifying pairs from the 50 question paper were:-
· Brian Coughtrey  & David Morrison (EELC - 34); 
· David Hutchinson & Mike Sowerby (Leeholme SC - 32); 

· Vernon Adamson & Neil Saint (Britania Inn - 28); 
· Paul Finch & David Lowther (Byker PTE - 27).
Semi-finals: 
· Finch & Lowther  bt Coughtrey & Morrison 17-16. 

· Hutchinson & Sowerby bt Adamson & Saint 17-12. 

So the current holders were put out by Lowther & Finch, who will meet Hutchinson & Sowerby in the Final.

2010 B & C Division Pairs & Singles Qualifying competitions. 

Qualifiers for the B and C Division Pairs & Singles were be held at Byker Key Club on Thursday 11th February 2010 - B Division Quizzes being set by Paul Finch, and C Division quizzes by John Doyle. Many thanks to Paul and John.
B Division Singles:-
The four qualifying from the 50 question paper were:-
· Barry Wilkinson (East End Nomads - 34);
· Bryan White (Saltwell - 29)
· Martin Robinson (Old Shildon - 28)
· Leo Ford (Byker Key Club - 26*) 
· * after play off with Jeff Coxon who also scored 26.
Semi-finals:
· Leo Ford bt Barry Wilkinson 13-12.
· Bryan White bt Martin Robinson 19-6.
In probably the match of the night Leo Ford answered the last question of the quiz correctly to beat Barry Wilkinson, and will play Bryan White in the final.
 B Division Pairs:-
The four qualifying pairs from the 50 question paper were:-
· Kevin Turner and Bryan White (Saltwell - 30)
· John Doyle & Leo Ford (Byker Key Club - 25) 
· Steve Westerby & Barry Wilkinson (EE Nomads - 24)
· Mick Fletcher & Lennie Lauchlan (Phili CC - 20). 
Semi-finals:
· Turner & White bt Fletcher & Lauchlan 17-9. 

· S Westerby & Wilkinson bt Doyle & Ford 18-8.
The Saltwell pair – former winners of the title will meet Wilkinson and Steve Westerby in the final.
C Division Singles:-
The four qualifying from the 50 question paper were:-
· Brian Neil (Gateshead Old Boys - 35);
· Malcolm Hodgson (East End Wanderers - 32)
· Andrew Purvis (East End Wanderers - 26) 
· Stewart Fletcher (East End Wanderers - 23) 
Semi-finals:
· Andrew Purvis bt Malcolm Hodgson 15-7.
· Brian Neil bt Stewart Fletcher 27-4.
Brian will be out to retain the title he has won for the last two years against Andrew Purvis, who triumphed against his team mate in the semi final.

C Division Pairs:-
2009 Champion: Brian Neil & Arthur Neil (Gateshead Old Boys)
The four qualifying pairs from the 50 question paper were:-
· Brian Neil & Steve Heywood (Gateshead Old Boys - 29); 
· Malcolm Hodgson & Andrew Purvis (EE Wanderers - 16); 

· Stewart Fletcher & Andrew Hodgosn (EE Wanderers - 12); 
· Steve Carter & Mike Hind (Blaydon RFC).
Semi-finals:
· M Hodgson & Purvis bt Fletcher & A Hodgson 20-6. 

· Neil & Haywood bt Carter & Hind 26-3.
Brian will be out to complete a “double double” as he won both the B & C Pairs last season. Their opposition will be Malcolm & Andrew from the Wanderers. Congratulations to the Leagues newest team – they will have competitors in both the Singles and Pairs. 

League Fees.

League fees are now due – at the time of the last committee meeting in January 2010, the following teams had still not paid – Byker PTE, Leeholme SC, St Teresas, Gateshead Old Boys, The Wolsy. Could those teams please settle up with the Treasurer, Leo Ford, as soon as possible. 

Answer to my trivia quiz above – Dave Bowey was the last person to win the Open Singles other than either Dave Lowther or Dave Morrison – that was in 1989!!

Next newsletter will be issued for your first League fixtures of March 2010. 
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